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Basmati riceisan important cash crop of India, being recognized at international level
for its quality and aroma. Bakanae/foot rot disease is becoming a limiting factor inits
cultivation in southwestern parts of Punjab. A survey was conducted during Kharif
2014 in different blocks of Sri Muktsar Sahib District of Punjab to acquaint with the
factor affecting disease incidence. Disease was recorded in all the basmati growing
fieldsand up to 10 per cent incidence wasrecorded on different aromatic rice cultivars.
Pusa Basmati 1401 was observed more susceptible followed by PusaBasmati 1121 and
Pusa Basmati 1509.Basmati crop raised at recommended period showed lower disease
incidence than early transplanted crop. Higher disease incidence was observed in
fields where seed was purchased from private seed companies than seed from State
Agricultural University. The recommended technology to manage this disease i.e.
seed soaking in pesticides solution containing carbendazim 50 WP @ 0.2 per cent +
Streptocycline 0.01 per cent (one g) for 12 hrs followed by seedling root dip in
carbendazim 50 WP (0.2%) for 6 hrs was demonstrated at selected farmers’ field during
Kharif 2015. The results showed that seed treatment with carbendazim @ 2.0 g/kg
alone (farmers’ practice) was not effective. The disease incidence in demonstrated
plots was less as compared to farmers’ practice. The grain yield and net returns were
also higher in demonstrated plots.
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